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Gentlemejc, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Report  on  the  Health  of  the  City  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1925. 

The  City  of  Truro  extends  over  an  area  of  1,222  acres  and  lies  in  a  basin  surrounded  by  hills. 

The  chief  business  houses  and  streets  are  in  the  centre  of  the  City,  and  are  not  more  that  five  to  ten 
feet  above  high  water  level,  occasionally  at  high  spring  tides  certain  parts  of  the  City  are  flooded. 

The  City  is  formed  by  the  civil  parishes  of  Kenwyn  (Urban),  St.  Clement  (Urban),  and  St.  Mary. 
The  population  of  the  City  is  estimated  at  11,120,  as  compared  with  10,910  in  1921.  The  number  of 
inhabited  houses  is  2,855,  as  compared  with  2,800  in  1921. 

The  number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  in  1921  was  3,000,  as  compared  with  3,075  to-day.  The 
rateable  value  in  1921  was  £46,102,  to-day  is  £46,284,  and  the  sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  is  £178. 

Truro  has  no  particular  industry,  but  is  the  centre  of  an  agricultural  district,  and  its  Cattle  Market 
is  the  best  in  the  West.  It  is  also  the  seat  of  the  County  Council  Government,  and  affords  excellent 

educational  facilities. 

Vital  Statistics. 


Males  Females 

Births  172.  Legitimate  160.,  84  76 

Illegitimate  12.  2  10 

Birth-Rate — 15-4  as  compared  with  18'8  per  1,000  last  year. 

Males  Females 

Deaths  139.  ...  ...  ...  58  81 


giving  a  Death-Rate  of  12  5  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  12  8  last  year.  There  were  no  deaths  of 
women  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child-birth. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year — 12.  Seven  males,  one  illegitimate  and  five  females.  This 
gives  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  69-6  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  66'3  last  year.  Of  the  infants  one 
died  from  Influenza,  two  from  Pneumonia,  three  from  Prematurity,  and  six  from  other  diseases.  The 
chief  causes  of  death  were  : — 


Phthisis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Other  forms  of  Tubercular  Disease  ...  ...  ...  13 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Respiratory  Affections  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 


Notifiable  Diseases. 

Scarlet  Fever 
Paratyphoid 
Erysipelas 
Ophthalmia 

The  two  cases  of  Paratyphoid  Fever  occurred  in  the  Royal  Cornwall  Hospital  and  were  treated 
there.  There  were  no  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  notified. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services.  The  Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary  has  55  beds,  and  is 
supported  by  voluntary  contributions.  A  Children’s  Ward  with  open-air  verandah  has  recently  been  put 
up.  The  Fever  Hospital,  situated  in  Moresk  Road,  has  accommodation  for  30  cases  and  is  supported  out  of 
the  rates.  An  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  Rural  District  Council  whereby  we  admit  their 
infectious  cases,  and  they  retain  their  Isolation  Hospital  solely  for  the  admission  of  small-pox  cases  from 
both  areas.  There  are  two  ambulances  kept,  one  for  general,  the  other  for  infectious  cases. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  situated  at  Lemon  Quay,  and  is  well-attended,  on  an 
average  between  30  and  40  mothers  and  their  babies  attending  every  week.  The  work  is  entirely  carried 
on  by  voluntary  workers,  and  great  credit  is  due  to  them  for  their  zeal  and  energy  in  carrying  on  the  centre 
so  successfully. 
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School  Clinics.  The  Medical  Inspection  of  children  attending  the  Elementary  Schools  is  carried 
out  by  Medical  Officers  appointed  by  the  County  Council. 

There  is  a  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  the  Infirmary,  where  patients  are  seen  once  a  week. 

The  Venereal  Clinic  is  administered  by  the  County  Council  Notices  dealing  with  the  prevention 
and  treatment  of  V.D.  have  been  fixed  in  the  public  urinals. 

The  Maternity  and  Nursing  Association,  which  is  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association,  is 
responsible  for  the  general  and  maternity  nursing  in  the  City.  It  is  a  voluntary  association,  supported  by 
subscriptions  and  a  grant  of  £ 50  from  the  City  Council. 

It  has  two  general  and  two  maternity  nurses,  and  a  part-time  health  visitor,  who  are  responsible 
for  the  Ante-natal  work. 

Laboratory  Work.  Free  Bacteriological  Examinations  are  made  for  patients  unable  to  bear  the 
cost,  and  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  free. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  also  Food  Inspector,  is  the  only  full-time  officer,  and  a  grant  from 
the  Exchequer  is  made  towards  his  and  the  M.O.H.’s  salary. 

Sanitary  Administration.  The  Water  Supply  is  derived  almost  entirely  from  the  Truro  Water¬ 
works  Co.  The  area  of  the  gathering  ground  of  the  supply  is  2,577  acres,  composed  chiefly  of  grazing 
land,  with  a  considerable  amount  of  woodland  and  a  small  portion  of  arable  land,  and  the  number  of 
inhabited  houses  in  the  watershed  are  few.  The  water  is  passed  through  Candy  Filters  and  chlorinated  at 
the  works,  a  sample  taken  during  the  year  showed  the  water  to  be  of  a  first-class  quality.  The  majority 
of  the  houses  have  an  ample  supply,  but  in  some  of  the  higher  levels  of  the  town  the  supply  is  not 
satisfactory. 

Sewerage.  The  whole  of  the  sewage  and  storm  water  is  conveyed  by  sewers  to  the  rivers  Allen 
and  Kenwyn,  where  it  is  discharged  at  various  points.  There  are  practically  no  earth  closets  or  cess-pits 
in  the  City,  all  drainage  being  in  the  water  carriage  system,  but  there  are  a  considerable  number  of  closets 
without  a  flushing  system,  and  have  to  be  hand  flushed. 

Scavenging.  A  daily  collection  of  refuse  is  made  in  the  main  streets,  and  bi-weekly  in  the 
remainder  of  the  City.  The  refuse  is  carried  by  horse  transport  to  Boscawen  Park,  situated"a  mile  from 
the  City,  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  where  twenty-three  acres  were  purchased  for  that  object.  There  are 
still  a  few  ash-pits  in  the  City,  and  when  full  are  emptied  by  the  Corporation  workmen.  There  are  also  a 
number  of  houses  which  do  not  provide  properly  covered  dust  bins. 

a 

Closet  Accommodation.  There  are  no  privies  except  at  a  few  isolated  houses  remote  from  the 
public  sewers.  There  are,  however,  a  number  of  W.C.’s  without  flushing  cisterns,  and  which  are  hand- 
flushed  from  a  water  supply  on  the  premises. 

Smoke  Abatement.  No  action  has  been  taken,  nor  has  any  action  been  taken  in  regard  to 
offensive  trades,  etc. 

Schools.  All  the  Elementary  Schools  have  been  regularly  visited.  They  all  have  a  constant 
water  supply,  and  the  general  condition  of  the  premises  is  good.  Heads  of  Schools  are  notified  of 
infectious  disease  arising  in  their  Schools. 

Housing.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  bad  areas  the  general  housing  conditions  may  be  considered 
as  fairly  satisfactory.  There  is  a  shortage  of  houses  for  people  of  small  means  and  large  families,  and 
there  is  a  long  waiting  list  of  applicants  for  the  Council  Houses.  Many  cases  of  overcrowding  exist,  but 
no  effective  action  has  been  taken  for  lack  of  alternative  accommodation.  The  Council  have  continued  to 
erect  houses,  and  have  recently  erected  28  at  Newham  and  2  at  St.  Clement  Street,  and  propose  erecting 
a  further  number  at  Hendra.  The  general  defects  in  the  houses  which  have  been  scheduled  as  unfit  are : 
dampness,  lack  of  light  and  ventilation,  and  defective  roofs.  A  schedule  of  unfit  houses  has  been 
prepared,  and  owners  notified  as,  and  when  they  become  vacant,  that  the  Council  will  not  agree  to  their 
being  let  again.  On  the  whole  the  premises  are  reasonably  well  cared  for  both  by  owners  and  tenants. 
No  need  for  new  bye-laws  nor  revision  of  existing  bye-laws. 

Food  Inspection.  All  the  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  within  the  City  area  were  visited  and  their 
condition  was  satisfactory,  but  as  the  larger  part  of  the  milk  supply  comes  from  outside  the  City  area  our 
inspection  is  comparatively  of  small  value.  No  prosecutions  were  made,  nor  veterinary  examination  of 
cattle  made.  Three  samples  of  milk  were  analysed  and  found  free  from  tubercle.  No  licenses  have  been 
applied  for  the  sale  of  milk  under  the  Order,  1923.  Two  suppliers  from  outside  the  City  are  retailing 
Grade  A  Milk  within  the  City,  and  this  is  used  at  our  Isolation  Hospital.  One  retailer  was  struck  off  the 
register  for  failing  to  maintain  his  dairy  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 


Meat.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  was  appointed  to  act  as  the  Officer  under  the  Meat  Regulations 
1924.  He  regularly  visits  the  slaughter  houses  and  butcher  shops,  and  also  inspects  all  meat  of  which 
he  has  received  notice  of  slaughter.  The  beef  slaughtered  and  sold  in  the  City  is  generally  of  very  good 
quality  and  practically  free  from  tubercle.  Tubercle  in  pork,  however,  is  much  more  prevalent,  and  is 
constantly  being  discovered  and  dealt  with.  In  the  great  majority  of  carcases  the  disease  is  localized  in 
the  head,  and  comparatively  few  cases  of  generalized  tuberculosis  are  found.  There  has  been  considerable 
trouble  in  consequence  of  tubercular  cheeks  of  pork  been  found  exposed  for  sale  in  butcher  shops, 
probably  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  butchers  did  not  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the  glands  for  signs  of 
the  disease.  Warning  notices  have  been  issued  threatening  prosecution,  and  it  is  hoped  this  will  have  the 
desired  effect.  All  condemned  meat  is  disposed  of  at  the  Gas  Works. 
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Housing  Statistics  for  the  Year  1925 

It  is  most  important  that  the  following  tables  should  be  clearly  and  accurately  filled  up, 
and  it  will  be  advisable  to  complete  that  portion  of  the  Report  before  the  more  general  observa¬ 
tions  and  conclusions  relating  to  housing  are  set  out. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

{a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b) 

[h]  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts : — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ... 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling-Houses. 

Inspection— (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts). 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 

(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulatious,  1925  ... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 

health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 

sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

(2)  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers 


31 

26 

5 


266 

12 

26 


27 
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Housing  Statistics  -continued. 

(3)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A  —Proceedings  under  section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(,)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requ.nng 
repairs  ...  •••  ’  ’  ,  . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  serv.ce  of  formal 

notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners 

(£)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 

Number  oi  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  became  operat.ve 

(3)  NrPursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of  intent.on  to  close  ... 

B— Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  reqmrmg 

defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  forma 

notices : — 

(a)  By  Owners 

[b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

C  — Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14.  and  15  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(!)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  makmg  of  Clos.ng  Orders 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determmed, 

the  dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ... 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ... 


26 


26 

Nil 

Nil 


24 


24 

Nil 


4 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Adoptive  Acts  and  Bye-laws  in  Force. 


Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

, ,  1  y  o  / . 

Bye-laws,  Common  Lodging  Houses,  1895. 

Nuisances,  1912. 

Offensive  Trades,  1910. 

Slaughter  Houses,  1921. 

Regulations,  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  1925. 

Number  of  houses  newly  occupied  last  year,  31. 

closed  during  year,  3. 

y  >  ** 

In  conclusion,  I  think  a  fair  ^ whSfthe  SLbSsof  thta  City' lWeTbS 

improving,  not  only  the  health,  but  al  expect  healthy,  loyal  citizenship  from  slum  dwellers, 

-hteh- in  my  are 

a  far  better  investment  than  lock  gates,  parking  places,  etc. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

H.  C.  SHARP,  M.B.,  B.C., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department 


The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Citizens 

of  the  City  of  Truro. 


Municipal  Buildings, 

Truro, 

June,  1926. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1925. 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910.  Regular  monthly  reports  have  been  made 
to  the  Public  Health  Committee  upon  house-to-house  inspections  of  small  property.  The  number  of 
houses  inspected  was  266. 

Ten  houses  were  added  to  the  schedule  of  unfit  houses,  and  the  owners  notified  that  the  premises 
should  not  again  be  let  when  vacated  by  the  present  tenants. 

Closing  Orders  were  made  upon  four  houses — at  Chapel  Place  (1),  Cragoe’s  Court  (1),  and  Charles 
Street  (2).  In  the  latter  case,  however,  the  premises  are  still  occupied. 

Several  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  to  the  Committee. 

Infectious  Disease.  Six  patients  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever  and  one  from  Typhoid  Fever  were 
admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  five  being  from  the  area  of  the  Truro  Rural  District  Council. 

The  expenditure  in  maintaining  the  Hospital  was  £363  16s.  9d.,  and  the  income  £128  17s.  Id. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops.  These  were  inspected  at  intervals,  and  also  by  the  Dairies’ 
Sub-Committee. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Dairies’  Consolidation  Act,  three  samples  of  milk  were  sent  to  the 
National  Institute  for  Research  in  Dairying  to  be  tested  for  tuberculosis,  and  were  found  to  be  free  from 
disease. 

Meat  Inspection.  The  slaughter  houses,  shops,  and  vans  were  regularly  visited,  and  the  meat 
exposed  for  sale  inspected. 

The  new  Meat  Regulations  came  into  force  on  April  1st,  and  the  provisions  of  these  were  explained 
to  butchers  at  a  Conference  called  by  the  Public  Health  Committee.  All  carcases  have  been  examined  at 
the  place  of  slaughter'  where  notice  has  been  received,  and  the  Regulatious  have  been,  on  the  whole, 
adhered  to  as  far  as  the  giving  of  notice  of  slaughter  is  concerned. 

m 

In  nine  cases  tuberculous  meat  was  found  to  be  exposed  for  sale,  and  the  facts  reported  to  the 
Public  Health  Committee,  who  have  issued  notices  warning  butchers  that  the  provisions  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts  as  to  the  exposure  of  unsound  meat  will  be  enforced  in  future  cases. 

The  following  voluntary  surrenders  of  tuberculous  meat  were  made  : — pigs,  35  heads,  32  cheeks, 

11  plucks,  1  carcase,  and  1831bs.  of  part  of  carcases;  bovines,  1  carcase  and  2  plucks.  In  the  livers  of 
bovines  13  cases  of  cirrhosis  were  discovered. 

The  Council  has  adopted  an  expression  of  opinion  by  the  Public  Health  Committee  that  all  meat 
sent  into  the  City  from  outside  districts  should  first  pass  through  a  Clearing  House  before  going  to  the 
butchers’  shops.  This  course,  I  believe,  would  generally  be  welcomed  by  butchers. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  These  were  regularly  inspected.  The  W.C.  accommodation  was 
improved  in  one  case. 

Workshops.  All  the  bakehouses  were  visited.  Their  general  condition  was  considered  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Notices  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  as  to  the  condition  of  certain  workshops  received 
attention. 
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Generally.  Notices  were  served  as  stated  below,  but  as  a  rule  communications  with  property 
owners,  etc.,  were  by  letter,  or,  where  possible,  by  personal  interview. 

Preliminary  Notice  ...  ...  24. 

There  were  no  refusals  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Council. 

The  principal  nuisances  dealt  with  were  in  connection  with  defective  drainage  and  the  keeping  of 
animals  under  unsatisfactory  conditions. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919.  The  work  of  reducing  the  number  of  rats  at  the  refuse 

tip  at  Boscawen  Park  was  continued  at  intervals  throughout  the  year  with  satisfactory  results.  Red 
squill  rat  biscuits  proved  to  be  an  effectual  poison  bait,  and  "  gassing  ”  with  sulphur-dioxide  gave  good 
results.  In  addition,  the  refuse  was  sprayed  with  a  solution  of  sulphate  of  iron,  and  a  man  is  now 
engaged  throughout  each  day  in  spreading  the  refuse  as  it  is  brought  to  the  dump. 

Quite  a  number  of  cases  of  rat  infestation  of  premises  in  the  City  were  traced  to  defective  drainage. 

Shops  Act.  The  Council  decided  not  to  accede  to  the  request  of  the  Mercantile  Association  to 
issue  an  Order  making  Friday  the  Compulsory  Early  Closing  Day. 

One  shopkeeper  was  called  upon  to  comply  with  the  Act. 

Gas  Regulation  Act,  1920.  The  regular  quarterly  tests  made  of  the  gas  supplied  by  the  Gas  Co. 
proved  the  calorific  value,  pressure  and  freedom  from  sulphuretted  hydrogen  to  be  in  accordance  with  the 
standard  laid  down  by  the  Gas  Referees.  A  new  Special  Prescription  relating  to  the  undertaking  was 
issued  during  the  year. 

Hackney  Carriages.  Licences  were  issued  as  follows: — 13  horse  drawn  vehicles;  59  motor 
vehicles,  viz. :  omnibuses,  32;  taxi-cabs,  18;  and  char-a-banc,  9;  and  81  drivers  of  all  classes  of  vehicles. 

There  were  no  complaints  of  overcharging  or  of  the  conduct  of  licencees. 

The  total  amount  received  in  fees  was  £22  Is.  Od.  The  policy  of  not  further  increasing  the 
number  of  licences  for  taxi  or  horse  cabs  was  adhered  to  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


W.  H.  ENNOR, 

Cert.  R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 


